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criminal law theory
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6. legal norm
7. principle
8. rule
9. meta-norm
10. Postulate
11. supra-principle/super-principle
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1. the requirement of human action

2. George P, Fletcher; Basic Concepts of Criminal Law (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998), 44.
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3. Physical appearance

4. Objective expression
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6. Building block
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2. Act requirement
3. The human requirement
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5. voluntary act
SRz 10 R0) (Bolodesepe (s i7ndgh g 4o 5 ppes O B Sop W5 g )NS gt S5
DO (MY ailygls
7. bodily movement
8. Wilson, op.cit. 19.
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The Principle of Conduct and Its Rules in Criminal Law:
with a Comparative Approach to Iran and England law

Mehrdad Rayejian Asli
(Assistant Professor of Tarbiat Modares University)

Abstract:

The principle of conduct, as a basic principle, is as the actus reus in
a model which can be called criminal law theory. The theory explains
the relations among manifestations of criminal norm based upon a hier-
archical model in which the conduct as objective aspect of free choice
is analyzed into several rules from which each one derive specific pro-
visions. These render the norms constituting criminal conduct become
applicable in any criminal cases. The rules derived from the principle
of conduct are divided into three groups: rules of the nature of conduct,
rules of requirements and circumstances of conduct, and rules of con-
sequence of conduct. All of the rules reflect similarities and differenc-
es within comparative criminal law systems. The cases concerned in
this article are Iranian and English legal systems. The article concludes
that although the classical concept actus reus can be formulated as the
principle of conduct in both legal systems but the rules and specific
provisions derived from reflect significant differences between the Iran
and England law: Whereas these rules and provisions have mainly been
incorporated into within Iranian law from other legal systems (esp. Eu-
ropean-French ones), there is an organized system of the norms consti-
tuting conduct within England law.

Keywords:
Criminal law, Criminal norm, Principle of conduct, rules and provi-
sions of conduct principle
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