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ABSTRACT

Ascending role and potential of corporations
and financial institutions, specifically
transnational corporations in today world in
one side, and their influence on affairs which
were previously were considered as the
sole competence of states in the other, have
provoked serious human rights concerns about
corporate human rights’ violations. In order
to respond to said concerns, the sate duty to
protect human rights against third parties’
interference (including corporations) has been
recognized by international human rights
law. Therefore, by employing all appropriate
measure particularly legal initiatives, states
have duty to battle human rights violations.
Unfortunately, review of different national
legal systems reveals that criminal law, as
one of the most important parts of national
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legal system has not been properly utilized in order to fulfill the state
duty to protect human rights. The present article endeavor to prove that
acceptance of corporate criminal liability, criminalization of corporate
violations of, at least, the most fundamental human rights and also
take advantage of criminal law measures are inevitable for convenient
fulfillment of state duty to protect of human rights.
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Press, 2005); Amanda Pinto and Martin Evans, Corporate criminal liability (London: Sweet &
Maxwell, 2003); Dominik Brodowski et al., Regulating Corporate Criminal Liability (New York:
Springer, 2014).
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4. See: Matthew C. R. Craven, The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights: A Perspective on its Development (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1995), 109-114
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8. “The Nature of the General Legal Obligation Imposed on States Parties to the Covenant”,
(Human Rights Committee: General Comment No. 31, 29 March 2004), par. 8.

9. “The right to life”, (Human Rights Committee: General Comment No. 6, 30 March 1982),
par. 3; Human Rights Committee: View of 29 March 1982, Bleier v. Uruguay, Comm. 30/1978,
para 11-15; Human Rights Committee: View of 13 November 1995, Bautista v. Colombia, Comm.
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