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ABSTRACT

SD.LL. Background: The main purpose of this study is
Bl Ly to investigate the effect of parents' economic

status index as a factor on the sexual abuse
of children and adolescents under the age of
fifteen among those who refer to four social
emergency centers located in Tehran province.
oublicher: Method: In order to investigate the economic
Shahr-e- Danesh conditions of the families of sexually abused
R‘i‘ji:sza‘i’dy children, the factors related to the economic
status were selected using a researcher-made

Article Type: questionnaire and available sampling method,
Original Research and the relationship between the variables was
o measured using spss software and statistical
10.22034/1CL€ 2023 342378.1690 tests, and the correlations were analyzed. it
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the studied sexual victimized children (52.7%) live in bad economic
conditions, 35.5% of them have They are average and only 11.8% of them
had good economic conditions. The findings of this research confirm that
there is a statistically significant relationship between child sexual abuse
and the economic status of parents.

Conclusion: The test of hypotheses indicates that many factors, including
economic causes and the unemployment status of parents, play a role
in the occurrence of child abuse. Statistics show that more than one-
third (33.7%) of fathers are unemployed, and the risk of sexual abuse
is higher in children whose fathers are unemployed. It is necessary to
identify these factors in order to prevent child injury. The results of this
research can be used as a useful resource for government agencies such
as welfare, non-governmental organizations, parents and teachers.
Keywords: Economic Status, Unemployment, Sexual Victimization,
Social Emergency, Children and Adolescents.
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[Extended Abstract]

The family is always the first and main base and civil institution and at the same
time the smallest social unit, which is the foundation of every great society.
The importance of the family, the health of the family, the economic and social
problems of the family affect the society in terms of the effect it has on its
members. In fact, the family is the most effective factor in the health of people's
personality, whose most prominent task is to provide the most important
material and spiritual needs of its members. Since families from lower social
classes are under more pressure in terms of poverty, unemployment, and bad
economic conditions, these social pressures may create conditions for their
children to be bullied. The economic status of families can be considered as
one of the factors related to child abuse. In other words, the economic status
of families, including poverty, can be considered as an independent variable in
studies related to child abuse.

The increase in the rate of child sexual abuse among children and teenagers
in recent years and the publication of shocking and painful news of crimes
against children in mass media and cyberspace under the title of "child sexual
abuse" that occur in short intervals throughout the country. They are extremely
worrying and hurt the public mind and people's feelings.

Since childhood is the most important period of human life, studying and
planning to reduce social harms related to this period may create a better and
healthier future for children and adolescents in the society.

In this regard, an effort was made to prevent the sexual abuse of children
and adolescents by identifying the effective factors in the occurrence of such
a social problem and provide practical policies to support the victims. As it is
clear from the title of the article, it was conducted in the form of a field study,
with the aim of investigating the effect of two indicators of the economic status
and employment of parents as a factor on the sexual abuse of different children
and adolescents.

Each of these factors in this research was selected using available sampling
method, which includes the files of 121 girls and boys under 15 years of age
in Tehran province for ten years who referred to four social emergency centers
located in Tehran province. (Dolat Abad center located in Shahreri, Shemiranat
center in North Tehran, Zulfiqari Center located in West Tehran, Nawab Safavi
Center located in East Tehran, Association for the Protection of Children's
Rights (Sada Yara) and sexual health clinics where cases of sexual abuse it is
registered.

For this purpose, to conduct field studies, which was the main part of the
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work, with the help of a "researcher-made questionnaire", necessary information
was extracted from cases of sexual abuse of children and entered into statistical
tables using SPSS software. Then, the relationship between the variables was
investigated through relevant statistical tests and the correlation coefficient was
analyzed.

The results of the analysis of child sexual abuse cases referred to the
social emergency indicate that more than one-third (33.7%) of fathers were
unemployed and nearly three-quarters (72.3%) of mothers were unemployed.
Also, the unemployment rate of fathers in victimized children is 20% higher than
the unemployment rate of men, and the rate of unemployment or housework of
mothers in victimized children is 7% higher than the rate of unemployment or
housework of women in the whole country.

The problem of unemployment, as one of the four social harms in the society,
is the link between 3 other problems, i.e. poverty, addiction and divorce. As it
is clear from the findings of the study, the children of unemployed people are
exposed to more sexual harm; but this danger shows itself more when the father
of the family is unemployed. In any case, the employment of parents can be
the main factor in improving the economic status of the family, and it has been
shown in various studies that the economic status is a very influential factor in
the risk of sexual harm in children.

Nearly half of the studied sexual victimized children (52.7%) live in poor
economic conditions, 35.5% of them have average economic conditions, and
only 11.8% of them have good economic conditions.

The findings of this research confirm that there is a statistically significant
relationship between child sexual abuse and the economic status of parents.

The cycle of poverty and deprivation provides the basis for violating
children's rights and exposing them to the risk of sexual abuse. In fact, economic
problems are one of the factors that have contributed the most to creating such
issues compared to other factors. The findings of these studies are consistent
with the findings of the present study because the amount of poor economic
status in the studied sexually abused children is much higher than expected.
The fact that many abused children have lived in crime-prone areas indicates a
set of economic-social factors that have combined with each other so that the
child is placed in bad economic and social conditions and is more vulnerable.
As long as the level of unemployment, poverty and addiction in the parents of
these children is high, the ability to live in safe areas decreases and the risk of
delinquency increases in these children, which the findings of the present study
have well shown this consistency in the existence of a set of factors.
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