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ABSTRACT

Field and Aims: Committing sexual crimes as
one of the most important crimes in society
has different causes, the most important of
which can be personality and psychological
disorders. Based on this, the aim of this
research is to investigate personality disorders
and committing sexual crimes in criminals
with a record of sexual crimes in Tehran
prisons in 2024.

Method: Since the research method has a
direct and close relationship with the research
topic, in this research, two documentary and
survey methods were used, and sources and
documents were referred to study theories
and obtain information, and to measure and
analyze the role of personality disorders. In
the commission of sexual crimes, the survey
method has been used in data collection,
organizing them and the possibility of
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statistical operations on the information.

The statistical population is the criminals with a history of sexual crimes
in the prisons of Tehran in 2024, and 212 of them were selected as the
sample size using the Lin and Morgan table. The tool for collecting and
measuring the variables in this research has been made by the researcher
according to the research method and the type of research.

Findings and Conclusions: In the test of research hypotheses, there
is a significant relationship between the amount of psychopathy, the
amount of self-control and the amount of stubbornness in people and the
commission of sexual crimes. According to the coefficients obtained in the
path analysis, the independent variable of psychopathy with a coefficient
of 0.66 has the greatest impact on the commission of sexual crimes, and
according to the positive relationship coefficient, the higher the level of
psychopathy in people, the more likely and prediction the commission
of sexual crimes is. becomes more in an inverse relationship, where the
regression coefficient is -0.57, the self-control variable and its increase
decrease the commission of sexual crimes. Finally, the independent
variable of stubbornness has a positive and direct effect on committing
sexual crimes with a coefficient of 0.46.

Keywords: Personality disorders, Sex crimes, Ex-offenders, Prison, Sex
offenders.
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Extended Abstract]

Sexual crimes represent a significant societal issue influenced by a
myriad of factors, among which personality and psychological disorders
are particularly critical. It is widely acknowledged that personality
traits play a central role in criminal behavior, significantly affecting
the likelihood of committing such offenses. Furthermore, there exists
a meaningful correlation between specific personality disorders and
the types of crimes perpetrated. Within the field of psychopathology,
personality disorders hold a distinctive position, and understanding
their relationship with sexual offenses is essential for both identifying
offenders and implementing effective prevention strategies.

Personality disorders are also likely to heighten the risk of recidivism
among offenders. Individuals who commit sexual offenses constitute
a heterogeneous group, frequently displaying a range of underlying
psychiatric conditions or personality disorders. The complexity of sexual
crimes arises from the interplay of various factors, including sexual
thoughts, social values, psychological needs, and underlying mental
illnesses. While some offenders may simply struggle to conform their
behavior to legal and social norms, many exhibit significant psychological
issues that correlate with their sexually aggressive actions. This study
aims to explore the connection between personality disorders and sexual
crimes among repeat offenders in Tehran's prisons in 2024. To achieve
this, both documentary and survey research methods were employed.
The documentary approach involved a review of relevant theories and
resources, while the survey method was utilized to collect, organize,
and statistically analyze data. Using the Lin and Morgan table, a sample
of 212 individuals from the population of sexual offenders in Tehran's
prisons was selected.

The research instrument was a researcher-developed questionnaire,
which was validated for face validity by domain experts and demonstrated
reliability with a Cronbach’s alpha coefficient exceeding 0.7. Sexual
crimes are perceived as violent and degrading acts perpetrated against
victims, typically involving coercion and force. These offenses
frequently occur without the victim's consent and are accompanied
by significant psychological pressure and fear. Even
in instances where the victim is unable to provide rational consent due
to mental incapacity or age, such actions are classified as rape and are
subject to legal penalties. Despite their severity, sexual offenses are often
underreported due to victims' feelings of shame, fear of further harm, and
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a pervasive lack of trust in the justice system. Research indicates a robust
association between mental disorders and the perpetration of sexual
offenses, with specific disorders elucidating the likelihood of such crimes.
Therefore, addressing the issues arising from these offenses necessitates
the implementation of preventive strategies, particularly focusing on
the treatment of mental disorders in individuals with a history of sexual
offenses. The study revealed a significant relationship between levels
of psychopathy, self-control, and stubbornness in individuals and their
commission of sexual crimes. Path analysis indicated that psychopathy
(with a coefficient of 0.66) exerts the most substantial influence on
the likelihood of committing sexual offenses; as psychopathic traits
increase, so too does the propensity for such crimes. Conversely, self-
control (with a negative regression coefficient of -0.57) was found to
decrease the likelihood of sexual offenses, suggesting that higher self-
control is associated with a reduction in such behaviors. Furthermore,
stubbornness displayed a positive correlation with the commission of
sexual crimes, demonstrating a direct effect with a coefficient of 0.46.
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