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Essay on the interaction between criminalization and culture in Iran's legal system from the
perspective of the theory of cultural lag

Abstract

Culture is a set of various elements such as values, subcultures, lifestyles and law that bind people of
a society together. According to the theory of cultural lag, the speed of evolution of these elements is
not the same and some of them evolve faster than others. The field of emergence of this lag in
culturally diverse societies like Iran may be the dominant culture that governs the behavior of the
majority of society members or a subculture. In this research, which is kind of a basic theoretical and
is descriptive in terms of its purpose, and the information is collected using books and articles in
Persian and English, Two types of lag have been extracted between some types of criminalization
and cultural norms governing the behavior of all or a group of society member with examples in the
criminal laws of Iran: First, the lag of the subculture in relation to criminalization is when the behavior
subject to criminalization is only accepted by some subcultures and is not accepted by the dominant
culture of the society. Such as the criminalization of the carrying and use of illegal weapons or fuel
smuggling, which have become the cultural identity of some people only in the western and southern
provinces of the country of Iran. Second, The lag of criminalization compared to the culture, which is
realized in the case of acceptance or at least not rejection of the behavior of the subject of
criminalization by the dominant culture; Such as the presence of women in the street with a veil
Inappropriate or use of satellite network receiving devices as a normal thing by some members of the
society. The criminalization of these behaviors has probably failed to achieve its goals. Cultural lag
of both types leads to the spread of law-breaking, the weakening of the moral authority of the
criminal law, and the permissible supposing of prohibitions.

Keywords: culture, cultural lag, criminalization, criminal legislation, cultural norms, social context.
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