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Abstract

Domestic violence represents one of the most pervasive and
detrimental social challenges, producing profound negative
consequences across various life domains, particularly for
adolescents. Beyond its immediate physical and psychological
harm, this phenomenon significantly undermines students'
academic  performance and  motivation. Drawing
upon integrated criminological and psychological theories, this
study examines the effects of direct and vicarious
victimization stemming from domestic violence on academic
performance and motivation among junior and senior high
school students in theTehran province. Data were collected
through structured questionnaires administered to 400 students
from both state-run and private-sector schools, and
were analyzed using descriptive statistics and ANOVA at a
significance level of 0.05. Results indicate that academic
motivation among vicarious victims was significantly lower
compared tothat of direct victims of domestic violence.
Furthermore, only economic violence demonstrated a
statistically significant direct effect on academic performance.
This research underscores the necessity for revising and
strengthening preventive and supportive policies, emphasizing
the need for special attention to vicarious victims alongside
direct victims. Additionally, implementing targeted awareness
and educational programs highlighting the risks of domestic
violence, including economic violence, from early childhood
(e.g., kindergarten and elementary school) could foster more

responsible behaviors among adolescents and mitigate long-term adverse effects.
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Extended Abstract

The primary objective of this research is to examine the impact of
domestic violence on academic performance and motivation among high
school students, with a focus on differentiating between direct and
vicarious victimization. This study specifically analyzes the direct and
indirect effects of domestic violence on students' academic outcomes,
motivation, and educational attainment. Given that domestic
violence exerts extensive  consequences for individuals' mental,
emotional, and social health, this research adopts an interdisciplinary
approach to investigate these effects within their educational and
psychological contexts.

The study hypothesizes that direct victimization from domestic
violence correlates with poorer academic performance and motivation,
whereas vicarious victimization may exert distinct but comparably
detrimental effects. By examining the psychological and social
mechanisms linking domestic violence to adolescent achievement, this
research aims to elucidate the underlying dynamics of  this
relationship and provide evidence-based solutions for mitigating domestic
violence and its educational repercussions. Methodologically, this study
adopts an applied, descriptive-survey design. Data were collected
through a structured questionnaire comprising three sections: assessment
of domestic violence experiences (direct and vicarious), evaluation of
academic performance (adapted from Pham and Taylor’s scale), and
measurement of academic motivation (using Harter’s scale). Content
validity was confirmed by subject-matter experts, and reliability was
verified (Cronbach’s a = 0.92).

The target population included junior and senior high school students in
Tehran during the 2022-2023 academic year, with a random sample of
400 students (yielding 373 valid responses). Data were analyzed using
descriptive statistics and multivariate analysis of variance (MANOVA) in
SPSS. Results demonstrated that vicarious victimization significantly
reduced academic motivation, while direct victimization showed no
statistically significant impact on performance. Demographically, 80.7%
of participants were male, 19.3% female; 85.3% were aged 16-18, and
88.2% attended state-run schools. Notably, 21.7% reported direct
exposure to domestic violence, and 29.2% witnessed it (vicarious
exposure).

Contrary to social control and general strain theories, direct victimization
did not predict poorer academic outcomes, a finding that aligns with
resilience  theory -  suggesting some  adolescents may develop
compensatory mechanisms. However, vicarious
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victimization undermined  motivation, potentially due to disrupted
familial communication and modeling of maladaptive behaviors. Among
violence types (physical, verbal, emotional, social, economic), only
economic violence negatively predicted academic performance, likely
due to material deprivation limiting access to educational resources.
These findings underscore the need for policy revisions that prioritize
vicarious victims, who are often overlooked in interventions.
Additionally, economic violence warrants targeted support, such as
financial aid programs for affected families. School-based awareness
programs should address domestic violence’s psychological and academic
consequences, beginning in early childhood.
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