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Abstract

The influence of migrants on increasing the likelihood of
terrorist attacks in host countries has become one of the
contemporary threats compromising national security.
This research examines the criminological analysis of
foreign nationals' migration and its impact on terrorism,
with particular focus on the Islamic Republic of Iran. The
research employs a descriptive-analytical method with a
qualitative approach, utilizing in-depth interviews until
theoretical saturation is achieved. The analysis identifies
various political, religious, psychological, cultural, and
social factors as the most significant causes linking
migration and terrorism, including in Iran. These causes
operate at both individual and societal levels, functioning
as catalysts according to certain criminological theories,
potentially driving migrants toward violent acts such as
terrorism.  Terrorists often develop instrumental
interpretations of specific ideologies to justify their
recourse to violence, while dehumanization based on
prejudiced and hateful beliefs constitutes an important
preventive variable. However, regarding migrants, given
their circumstances in origin countries and entry
mechanisms into destination countries, social prevention
proves less effective, placing primary emphasis on

situational prevention techniques. These may include organizing and
enhancing screening mechanisms and risk assessment for legal migrants,
while implementing border walls and drone surveillance for illegal

migrants.
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Extended Abstract

The securitization of migration in counterterrorism discourse has
positioned foreign nationals as potential security threats, necessitating a
nuanced criminological examination of the migration-terrorism
nexus. This research investigates foreign nationals' migration and
its potential impact on terrorism, with particular emphasis on the Islamic
Republic of Iranas a case study. The study adopts a mixed-
methods descriptive-analytical framework, conducting in-depth
interviews at two levels - counterterrorism experts and migrants - until
theoretical saturation is achieved. While the qualitative methodology
provides rich phenomenological data, security constraints necessitated the
exclusion of some classified expert testimonies, requiring methodological
adaptations to maintain analytical rigor. The analysis reveals that while
no deterministic correlation exists between migration flows and terrorism
risk, four interdependent factors emerge as significant: 1) Political-
institutional factors (e.g., state-sponsored radicalization, geopolitical
pressures); 2) Religious-ideological factors (instrumentalization of
theological narratives); 3) Psychological factors (personality disorders,
trauma histories); and 4) Socio-cultural factors (dislocation effects,
radical subcultures). In the Iranian context, political and religious factors
constitute primary drivers, with psychological variables acting as
accelerants rather than independent causes - a finding consistent across
the preponderance of coded interviews. These multilevel determinants
operate through the theoretical lenses of General Strain Theory (Agnew,
1992) and Rational Choice Theory (Cornish & Clarke, 1986), potentially
driving migrants toward violent acts including terrorism. Migration
dynamics show particular affinity with lone actor terrorism models,
where self-radicalized individuals operate without organizational
command structures. Some migrants, particularly disaffected youth, may
seek meaning through extremist metanarratives, as demonstrated in the
2022 Imam Reza Shrine attack case study. Migration may involve losing
or challenging previous values and beliefs, while the new country's
culture may present conflicting values, potentially leading to confusion,
identity crisis, and ultimately existential crisis. In Giddens words, cultural
dislocation precipitates ontological insecurity, with acculturation stress
mediating the pathway to violent extremism. The severance of primary
social bonds creates fertile ground for "unmoored radicalization,"
particularly among second-generation migrants. Given terrorism's high-
stakes consequences, prevention strategies require evidence-based
calibration. Counter-radicalization efforts must address both cognitive
radicalization (ideological justification) and affective radicalization (out-
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group hostility). Prevention may be approached through situational crime
prevention framework, though social prevention faces implementation
challenges in migratory contexts. In destination countries like
Iran, structural barriers limit the efficacy of social prevention,
necessitating emphasis on: 1) Enhanced border biometrics (e.g., Al-
driven risk assessment); 2) Community policing networks (participatory
surveillance models); and 3) Stratified screening protocols (migrant
categorization by risk profile).
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