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Abstract

This study aims to examine and identify the social, economic,
cultural, and psychological factors contributing to increases
or decreases in intentional homicide in the counties of
Ramhormoz and Baghmalek, Iran. The data relate to the
period from 2013/14 to 2023/24, while the study itself was
designed as a cross-sectional, library-based investigation,
with the analysis relying on secondary sources including
books, academic articles, and official reports. No interviews
or direct field observations were conducted, which creates
limitations in terms of the validity and generalisability of the
findings. The results indicate that family and tribal disputes,
economic inequality, poverty, and unemployment are among
the most significant social and economic factors associated
with intentional homicide. Cultural traditions and beliefs that
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regard violence as an acceptable means of resolving disputes
also contribute to the intensification of such offences, while
psychological factors, including stress and mental disorders,
play an important role in violent behaviour. Statistical
findings show that intentional homicides in these areas have
most frequently arisen from tribal and family conflicts, that
firearms have been the predominant means used, and that the
largest proportion of both victims and perpetrators have
belonged to the 20-40 age group. The findings further

indicate that strengthening social institutions and the family,
improving economic conditions, expanding employment
opportunities, providing counselling and psychological
services, and promoting a culture of peace and dialogue may
contribute to reducing intentional homicide. Particular
attention must also be given to the cultural and social roots of
these offences and to comprehensive planning aimed at
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reforming relevant social and economic structures.
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Extended Abstract

Intentional homicide is one of the most serious forms of violent crime and has
profound social, psychological, and economic consequences for both society and
families. The phenomenon not only reflects weaknesses in social cohesion and
mechanisms of social control, but also directly threatens public security and social
stability. In many societies, a combination of factors, including family, ethnic, and
tribal disputes, economic hardship, cultural prejudices, and social pressures, may
contribute to the occurrence of intentional homicide. The counties of Ramhormoz
and Baghmalek in Khuzestan Province, Iran, owing to their particular cultural,
social, and economic characteristics, provide a significant context for examining this
phenomenon. Disputes over property, financial matters, and honour-related issues,
together with ethnic conflicts and weaknesses in the criminal justice system, have
been identified as among the most important factors influencing the occurrence of
intentional homicide in the region. Previous research has shown that violence and
intentional homicide are generally the product of a complex interaction among
social, economic, cultural, and psychological factors. Nevertheless, studies adopting
a specifically regional focus on Ramhormoz and Baghmalek remain limited.
Examining homicide trends in these counties during the period from 2013/14-
2023/24 (1392 to 1402 SH) may provide a more accurate account of the relevant
contributing factors and behavioural patterns associated with violence and may help
address the existing gap in the literature. In addition, analysis of these factors may
assist the development of preventive policies and local intervention programmes.
The importance of examining homicide has become even greater in circumstances
marked by increasing inequality and social tension, since factors such as the
weakening of shared values, alcohol and drug use, and the intensification of social
conflict may contribute to violence and homicide. This study seeks to identify the
psychological, social, economic, and biological factors influencing intentional
homicide in Ramhormoz and Baghmalek and to determine which factors play the
most significant role in the commission of this offence. In light of the existing
literature, an independent criminological study of intentional homicide in these two
counties has not previously been undertaken, which gives the present study an
innovative dimension. Its findings may have practical value for judicial authorities
and institutions responsible for crime prevention in the region and may contribute to
improving social security. Ultimately, the study seeks to answer the principal
question of which factors affected the occurrence of intentional homicide in
Ramhormoz and Baghmalek during the period from 2013/14 to 2023/24. The study
employed a combined library-based and secondary-source analytical approach. Data
were collected from authoritative sources, including reports issued by the Legal
Medicine Organization, the Statistical Center of Iran, academic articles, and police
reports. These sources provided information concerning the number of homicides,
demographic characteristics, types of homicide, and related socio-economic factors.
Following data collection, the information was classified and analysed in
quantitative and qualitative categories. Quantitative data included homicide
statistics, the sex and age of victims and perpetrators, and annual trends, while
qualitative data concerned motives and cultural and social contexts derived from
previous studies and local reports. Analysis of intentional homicide trends in
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Ramhormoz and Baghmalek in the time period indicates that the number of
homicides increased in certain years, including 2018 and 2020, largely because of
increased family and tribal conflicts, while a decline was observed in years such as
2021. More than 85 per cent of homicides were committed with firearms and
occurred predominantly in rural areas, indicating the importance of tribal disputes
and the ready availability of firearms. In terms of individual characteristics, men
constituted the majority of both victims, at 71 per cent, and perpetrators, at 90 per
cent. The 20-40 age group accounted for the largest proportion of persons involved
in homicide, at 57 per cent. These findings indicate that young and middle-aged men
constitute a particularly high-risk group in relation to violent offending. As regards
motives, tribal disputes, accounting for 50 per cent, constituted the most significant
factor associated with homicide, followed by family disputes at 21 per cent and
economic issues and honour-related retaliation at 14 per cent. These findings
indicate that the motives underlying homicide are predominantly rooted in social,
familial, and cultural factors. With respect to the means used to commit homicide,
firearms constituted the principal weapon, accounting for 60 cases, or 85 per cent,
while knives and other bladed weapons accounted for 10 cases, or 15 per cent. This
finding demonstrates the decisive role played by access to firearms in increasing the
lethality of interpersonal conflicts. In relation to social factors, tribal disputes
accounted for 29 per cent and family problems for 21 per cent, making them the
most significant social factors associated with homicide. Social inequalities also
played a role, accounting for 7 per cent and contributing to feelings of injustice and
tension. Overall, deeply rooted social tensions and weak family cohesion emerge as
key factors in lethal violence. In relation to economic factors, financial difficulties
constituted the principal economic factor, at 21 per cent. Economic inequality
accounted for 14 per cent and unemployment for 7 per cent. Economic pressure,
feelings of deprivation, and the psychological frustration associated with
unemployment may contribute to violent behaviour. Cultural factors were identified
in 50 per cent of the cases examined. Customs and traditions accounted for 21 per
cent, while social attitudes and disregard for the law each accounted for 14 per cent.
Traditional norms that legitimise or tolerate violence, together with limited legal
awareness, play a significant role in the occurrence of homicide. With regard to
psychological factors, mental disorders and severe psychological pressures each
accounted for 14 per cent and were associated with diminished emotional control
and an increased risk of lethal violence. Untreated mental disorders, accounting for 7
per cent, also contributed to the escalation of violent behaviour. Taken together,
psychological difficulties constitute one of the important underlying factors
associated with lethal violence. The study, indicates that a combination of social,
economic, cultural, and psychological factors contributes to these offences. Analysis
of the cases suggests that the erosion of the family as a social institution, weak
emotional relationships, inadequate social supervision and support, and family and
tribal disputes constitute some of the most important underlying conditions
associated with homicide. Increasing family and ethnic conflicts, the absence of
effective mediation institutions, and the cultural acceptance of violence within some
local communities further intensify this cycle. Economic factors, including
unemployment, poverty, and an inability to meet household needs, also play a
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substantial role in the emergence of violence and, when combined with
psychological pressure, chronic stress, and impaired emotional regulation, may lead
to dangerous conflicts. The cases examined indicate that individuals experiencing
financial and social pressures, particularly those subjected to social exclusion or
stigmatisation, may be at greater risk of engaging in violent conduct. Strain theory
and labelling theory likewise emphasise this cycle by suggesting that limited
opportunities and social exclusion may direct individuals towards criminal conduct.
On the basis of the findings, prevention of intentional homicide in these areas
requires a multidimensional approach encompassing the strengthening of family
structures, education in communication and anger-management skills, the creation of
sustainable employment opportunities, promotion of a culture of dialogue and peace,
and reinforcement of social mediation institutions. Individual and family counselling
services, psychoeducational programmes in schools and communities,
improvements in local security, and community-based crime-prevention initiatives
may all contribute to reducing violence. The innovative contribution of this study
lies in its simultaneous consideration of the interaction between social and
psychological factors within the cultural context of south-western Iran, which may
provide a basis for future policy-making in the fields of public security and crime
prevention.
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