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1. Robert C. Beckman, International Responses to Combat Maritime Terrorism, Global Anti-
Terrorism Law and Policy (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005), 248.

2. Parfomak, Paul W.& Frittelli, Cong, John, Research Serv., Maritime Security: Potential
Terrorist Attacks and Protection Priorities 5 (2007), Accessed 08/11/2016,
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/homesec/RL33787.pdf.
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4. Serious Crime of International Concern or Conventional Crime.
5. International Crime.
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12. Council for Security Cooperation in the Asia-Pacific (CSCAP).
13. Maritime Terrorism.
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15. Achille Lauro.

16. Mc Ginley, “The Achille Lauro Case: A Case Study in Crisis Law, Policy and
Management,” in Legal Responses to International Terrorism: U.S Procedural Aspects, ed.
Cherif.M Bassiouni, London: Maritime Nijhoff Publisher, 1998, 323-326.
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19. Alix Willemez, “What is Mine is Mine , What is Your is Negotiable - A Little Guide to
Negotiations with Somali Pirates for European Negotiators” (Thesis for degree of master of
arts in Eu International Relations and Diplomacy Studies, College of Europe, Bruges
Campus, 2011), 6.
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34. Natalie Klein, Dispute Settlement in the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (New York:
Cambridge Publishing, 2005), 288-289.
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36. “Status of IMO Conventions”, IMO, Accessed 09/10/2016,
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78 The United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (UNTOC), 2000.
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82 INDRA.

83 See:“ US, China Conduct Anti-Piracy Exercise”, AMERICAS NAVY, Last Modified
12/11/2014, http://www.public.navy.mil/surfor/ddg104/Pages/us-china-conduct-anti-piracy-
exercise.aspx#.Vfzk vH 1hBeg.
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Terrorism is a serious threat to international peace and security. Terrorist acts in the
seas and the fight against it are among the issues discussed in international law, and
in particular the international law of the sea, so that the first steps in this direction
dates back to the era of the League of Nations. Considering to the increasing number
of terrorist acts since 1963 onward, different conventions were enacted in fighting
against terrorism. Freedom of navigation depends on the security of the sea and the
peace of the sea. But the terrorist acts in these vast areas have the ability to turn a
tanker ship into a deadly weapon or terrorists might hijack or take the ship as
hostage in direction of their political and ideological aims as what happened about
Achille Lauro ship. Therefore, the international community has focused on maritime
security. Numerous international measures were taken to fight against terrorist acts
which look for creating a coherent structure to fight and confront with such acts in
the seas. This article examines the legal developments occurring after the events of
September 11th and seek to prove this proposition that the effective criminal
suppression of maritime terrorism requires that this kind of terrorism is recognized
as an “international crime” in international law.
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